R E P O R T   

REPORT QUESTION
· Define artificial intelligence (AI) and provide a brief history of its inception.  
· Explain why AI is significant. 
· Describe current progress in the development of AI.
· Evaluate AI.  What does/could it mean to those who work in your field, and/or to employment in general?  
· Take a position in relation to AI, addressing ethical issues, for example, the capture and ownership of ‘big data’, and the creation and use of algorithms.  
· Develop at least three recommendations.

Sources

You may ONLY use the sources on Blackboard. 

Prompts
Define artificial intelligence (AI) and provide a brief history of its inception.  
	Begin with a definition, and then write a brief history.   One paragraph will be sufficient.
Explain why AI is significant. 
	Identify what AI means to humanity.  One paragraph will be sufficient.
Describe current progress in the development of AI.
Outline what is happening now in progressing AI towards systems which help people, including the difficulties that are being faced by system developers.
Evaluate AI.  What does/could it mean to those who work in your field, and/or to employment in general?  
Consider the field that you will be working in and find examples of AI currently being used, and/or likely to be used in the future.  Consider the effect on jobs.
If you cannot find sufficient information for your field, select another / others.
Take a position in relation to AI, addressing ethical issues, for example, the capture and ownership of ‘big data’, and the creation of algorithms.  
Outline ethical concerns and assess the risks of what is currently happening and what could be done in the future to protect human interests.
Develop at least three recommendations.
	This is to be written in your own voice.  



Write a report, ensuring you follow the criteria in the Course Outline.  
Organisation

	Title Page
	Your name, student number, tutor’s name, unit code and title, report title (this information can go on the assignment cover sheet provided on the NIC PORTAL).

	Table of Contents
	This is a list of the sections and subsections. They are numbered in a cascading way, for example, 2, then 2.1  2.2  etc

	Executive Summary
	This provides a brief overview of the report.  It stands alone and its purpose generally is for the reader to get the main message, so they can then decide whether they need to read the whole report.  

	Introduction
	This introduces the topic and its background and significance.  It concludes with a thesis statement (“This report will …”) which previews the content of the report.  

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Body
	This reflects the thesis statement, dividing the topic with headings and subheadings.

	Conclusion
	This summarises the main points and does not provide any new information.

	Recommendations
	These present specific suggestions for action that arise from the analysis and findings of the report.

	Reference List
	This has its own page and follows APA style.



Your headings / subheadings
You may wish to use the question elements to develop sub-headings, or you may make your own.  If you do make your own, ensure you address all aspects of the question.

Content
· Include at least one table or graph.  This will not be included in the word count, nor will the reference list be included in the word count.

· Ensure your introduction concludes with a thesis statement which tells the reader what your report will contain.  


Style Notes

· Write in an academic style, with in-text citations and a reference list at the end.  

· Incorporate at least one use of parallel structure in your writing, using bullet point form.

· If you wish to use quotations, you may use no more than two.  You may use one ‘long’ quote (up to 40 words) and/or one ‘short’ quote (up to 15 words).
 
LEdwardsCRobertson201803
